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Convention 2011

Annual Student Convention

Students from Alliance Institutions and Collaborative

offers them, whichever programmes of study they

Centres travelled to Lampeter recently to attend

follow, and wherever they are delivered.

the second University of Wales Annual Student
Convention.

The two-day convention comprised focus groups,
presentations, and networking opportunities, among

The convention took place at the site of the former

other activities. Ben Gray and Rhys Parry, both

St David’s College, now a campus of the University of

UW Student Liaison Officers, opened proceedings

Wales Trinity Saint David. Founded in 1822, this is the

by giving a presentation which explained the

oldest university establishment in England and Wales

University’s current and on-going work with students.

outside of Oxford and Cambridge. It provided an apt
setting for the convention’s mission; for students to

During the past year, the Student Liaison team have

consider how the University may continue to enhance

established groups such as the University of Wales

the quality of the learning opportunities which it

Alliance Student Forum, the London Student Network,
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and the Research Students’ Committee – all of which

collated throughout the year by the Student Liaison

Sir Martin Evans

afford students the opportunity to be involved in

team.

the academic decision-making process and allow
their voices to be heard at formal committee level.

Ajay Shrestha, who is studying for a University of

All participated enthusiastically in debates about

Wales validated Master of Business Administration at

higher education, and were invited to register for UW

Rayat London College, commented:

committee membership.
“I am very grateful and I would like to say thank you
“Students”, Ben stated, “are at the heart of Higher

to all the members of the University of Wales for

Education; they should be partners in the academic

providing the opportunity to attend the convention in

process”. This theme continued throughout the

Lampeter.

weekend, with one particular group basing their
presentation on the statement: “We are the heart of

“I got the opportunity to meet people from different

the University of Wales”.

colleges and different countries. Some of them
are my good friends now. I know we gained lots of

The convention culminated in the production of an

experience and we had lots of fun.”

Annual Student Statement, which allows students to
reflect upon their experiences and to give valuable

Emily Blewitt

feedback to the University. The idea is to promote

Clerical Assistant (Quality)

continual dialogue between the University and its
student community. This year, the Statement was
made into a short film, informed by students’ views

Forthcoming events
August/September 2011
25-26 August		
			
			

AISE-C 2011: The Challenge for Graduates in a Changed World Dublin City University, 		
Republic of Ireland
http://ocs.aishe.org/index.php/international/2011

5-6 September
			

Innovation Systems and the New Role of Universities, Bristol Business School
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/bbs/pdf.aspx?page=2217

8-9 September
			
			

University of Wales Administrative and Quality Conference 2011, Cardiff
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/NewsandEvents/Events/Conferences/				
AdministrativeandQualityConference2011.aspx

14 September		
			
			
			

The Research-Teaching Nexus Action Set and the University of Wales Alliance Learning and
Teaching Thematic Group Research-Teaching Practice in Wales Conference 2011
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/NewsandEvents/Events/Conferences/Research-			
TeachingPracticeinWales2011.aspx

15-16 September
			
			

Researching, Advancing & Inspiring Student Engagement (RAISE) Conference 2011: 		
Engaging Students in Challenging Times, Nottingham Conference Centre
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events/detail/subjects/adm/15-09-11-RAISE-Conference-2011
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The Wrexham Science Festival

Wrexham Science Festival

On 14 July the annual Wrexham Science Festival

In the afternoon session, Professor Graeme Wilkinson,

commenced with a new event – an Academic Day

Pro-Vice Chancellor at Glyndŵr University, considered

showcasing the work of both staff and students.

how space technology is used to monitor human

Organised by the School of STEM at the University

impacts upon the environment. He showed us a live

of Wales Faculty, in collaboration with Glyndŵr

image of space and satellites in orbit and compared

University, the day comprised two symposiums: one

it with images of the approaching weather pattern,

focusing on Health Sciences, and the other on Science

taken from space. Professor Simon Haslett, Dean of

and the Environment.

STEM, University of Wales, delivered a presentation
proposing that the Bristol Channel flood of 1607

Dr Emyr Williams, Lecturer in Psychology at Glyndŵr

was in fact a tsunami; he shared his findings with us,

University, opened the morning session by posing

including tide-marks on church walls in the region,

the question, “What makes us Happy?”. Dr Williams

and quotations from texts issued at the time.

argued that evidence suggests those aged between
twenty and thirty years old are the least happy,

Presentations on sustainability, biorefineries and

and those over the age of fifty are the most. The

electromagnetic fields followed and Dr Simon Jones,

morning continued with speakers exploring issues

Senior Lecturer, University of Wales, closed the day

such as Occupational Science and how it can assist

with an exploration of the Stromboli volcano and its

with health and wellbeing, Public Health, and how

effects upon the island’s tourism, traditions and its

families can be helped to cope with terminal illness.

geography.

During the break, we were given the opportunity to
view posters created by students, covering a variety

The day was full of informative and exciting activities,

of topics, all health-related. Jacqueline Young, Senior

which encouraged us to venture in and explore. The

Lecturer in Health Related Subjects, University of

Wrexham Science Festival ran from the 14th July until

Wales, then presented a paper which examined

the 22nd July.

advances in nutritional science for preventing
terminal diseases. The morning symposium

Harriet Brewster

culminated with a presentation about university

Student Liaison Officer

research online.
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The Learned Society of Wales is Wales’s first national

Sir John Cadogan

scholarly academy. With generous support from the
University of Wales (in whose Registry its offices
are located) it was launched in May 2010. Its
establishment marks an important development in
the intellectual and cultural life of Wales.
The Society is fully independent and its governance
and programme of work are determined by an
elected Council which is chaired by the President, Sir
John Cadogan.
The Society’s Mission is:
• to celebrate, recognise, preserve, protect and
encourage excellence in all of the scholarly
disciplines, and in the professions, industry and

The Society currently comprises 177 Fellows and

commerce, the arts and public service

more Fellows will be elected each year. Fellowship

• to promote the advancement of learning and

is open to men and women of all ages and from all

scholarship and the dissemination and application of

ethnic groups, including those who:

the results of academic enquiry and research

• have a demonstrable record of excellence and

• to act as a source of independent and expert

achievement in any of the academic disciplines or

scholarly advice and comment on matters affecting

who, being members of the professions, the arts,

the wellbeing of Wales and its people and to advance

industry, commerce or public service, have made a

public discussion and interaction on matters of

distinguished contribution to the world of learning

national and international importance.

• are resident in Wales, or who are persons of Welsh
birth but are resident elsewhere, or who otherwise

Our aim is to establish the Society as a recognised

have a particular connection with Wales.

representative of the world of Welsh learning
internationally. We have begun to develop an exciting

This focus on excellence and achievement ensures

programme of public lectures and other events on

that the Society’s Fellowship represents the very best

themes as diverse as Energy, Invention, Innovation

of which Wales is currently capable.

and Change, and the Universities.
For more information about the Society, visit our
In March this year, we entered the public policy

website: www.learnedsocietywales.ac.uk.

arena with the issue of a paper on Welsh Assembly
Government funding of our universities.

Dr Lynn Williams, Chief Executive and Secretary,
Learned Society of Wales
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The Gareth Jones Memorial Travelling
Scholarship
We are delighted to announce that the winners of

communities, wherever they are in the world”. He

this year’s University of Wales Gareth Jones Memorial

added: “I am thrilled to receive the Gareth Jones

Travelling Scholarship are Jen-Ping Chiu, a PhD student

Memorial Travelling Scholarship and thank the

of Politics and Cultural Studies at Swansea University,

University for choosing my application”.

and Jason Edwards, a journalist and University of
Wales graduate. Each winner has been awarded

This Scholarship is provided from the income of

£3000 in order to help facilitate their research projects.

a Memorial Fund raised by public subscription to
perpetuate the memory of Gareth Richard Vaughan

The financial assistance provided by the award

Jones, a graduate of the University, who met his

will enable Jen-Ping to travel to China to complete

death at the hand of bandits in Inner Mongolia,

the remaining phase of his PhD thesis fieldwork,

on 12 August, 1935. Its object is to enable the

which investigates the trading relationship between

holder to travel in foreign countries in order to

Taiwan – his country of birth – and China. He intends

study international relations, or undertake a work of

to conduct interviews with both local officials and

journalism bearing on international affairs.

foreign investors in the Yangtze River Delta and Pearl
River Delta regions, and acquire empirical data in

Tom Barrett

order to examine how the Chinese local government

Press Officer

implements a preferential policy to foreign-financed
firms. By doing so, Jen-Ping hopes to enlighten
popular understanding of China’s business culture.
Speaking of his feelings at having won the award,
Jen-Ping said: “I am both thrilled and honoured
to be awarded the University of Wales Gareth
Jones Memorial Travelling Scholarship 2011. I
truly appreciate the University’s consideration,
encouragement and faith in me.”
Jason Edwards, who holds a Masters degree in
International Journalism from University College
Falmouth in Cornwall, and a Bachelor of Economic
and Social Studies in European Politics from the then
University of Wales Aberystwyth, will use the award to
help fund a television documentary on food poverty in
the United States, set in San Antonio, one of the most
impoverished cities in Texas.
One of the main reasons for his entry into journalism,
Jason stated, is its ability to “reach out into the local

Jason Edwards
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Profile of a University of Wales Collaborative
Centre: Greenwich School of Management
(GSM), London
Greenwich School of Management
(GSM) was founded in 1973 as a
‘not-for-profit’ specialist teaching
institution that offers programmes
of study leading to professional,
undergraduate and postgraduate
qualifications in business
management related disciplines.

undergone a successful Quinquennial Review for its

In 2010, it had around 1,000 undergraduate students

GSM also works with the University of Plymouth,

enrolled on a full time and part time basis. The latter

Northwood University. It is a member of the

provision is delivered during the evenings and across

Association of Independent Higher Education

the weekends.

Providers (AIHEP) and is accredited by the British

UW validated taught provision in 2010 and a Periodic
Review for research provision in 2011.
Working closely with UW, GSM is actively developing
its research environment – the first students of the
UW validated research provision at GSM are due to
submit theses for examination towards the end of
2011.

Accreditation Council for Independent Further and
Higher Education.

Since 2005 the School has also offered a BSC
programme and a number of MSc schemes validated
by the University of Wales. Arrangements supporting

Dr Neil Strevett

the postgraduate research programmes received

Validation Officer

UW validation in 2008. Since then, GSM has also

Facts and figures
Institution and location:		

Greenwich School of Management (GSM), London

Collaborated with UW since:		

2005

UW validated programmes here:

BSc (Hons) in Business Management, MSc in Business Management,

					

MSc in Finance & Accounting, MSc in Human Resource Management,

					

MSc in Marketing Management and MPhil/PhD

Current number of UW students:

145

Find out more about Greenwich School of Management at www.greenwich-college.ac.uk.

The text of this publication can be made available in alternative
formats - please contact the University.
qualitynews@wales.ac.uk
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